
DRAFT 

Connecticut Society Sons of the American Revolution  

All Member Meeting 

November 5, 2016 

Lucky Lou’s Bar and Grill, Wethersfield, CT 
 

President Ethan A. Stewart, Sr. called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 

Following the invocation, a moment of silence was observed for our compatriots who have passed away 

this year 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, and the Pledge to the SAR, Assistant Secretary John Emblidge 

indicated that a quorum was present for the meeting. 

 

The President introduced the Vice President General New England District Wayne Mallar and his wife 

and our past Vice President General Douglas Wood. 

 

Minutes from the previous meeting were approved by email voting. 

 

Committee and Branch Reports are posted on our web site: 

 

Additional Reports: 

 

Real Property Steward – (See full report on the web site) presented by David Packard. After the report 

was filed the David indicated that there has been a concern as to the mail being delivered to our P.O. Box 

and additional items being delivered to his home address.  We were overdue on our application to the 

Adams Grant because the letter sat at the Post Office too long before it was sent to David Packard.  This is 

not the first time this has occurred.  The treasurer indicated that this has not affected any of his mailings.  

David Packard suggested that we look at how we could limit the mail that is sent to the P.O. Box.  The 

President indicated that he and the secretary have discussed this issue and are concerned that the mail is 

only being picked up once a month.  The secretary has offered to change the location of the P.O. Box to 

Farmington and check the Box every other day. The treasurer indicated that the Box has not been changed 

due to possible confusion with people who know and use the current P.O. Box.  Daniel Benoit made a 

motion allowing CTSSAR officers to use their home addresses to expedite communication with 

appropriate external parties. The motion was seconded by Tim Wilkins.  After a discussion indicating that 

the dues notices will have the treasurer’s address not the P.O. Box.  All members voted in favor of the 

motion. 

 

Old Business 

 

The President noted that at the last BOM meeting, “Dave Packard presented a grant request to the BOM 

for painting the East Haddam School House.  The Grant will come from the State of Connecticut in the 

amount of $5,000.00 as part of the State Historic Process processed through DECD.  The work will need 

to be done under the State public bidding process and will be complicated. Secretary Selnau offered to 

assist in the preparation of the bid documents and assist David Packard in establishing subcommittee to 

review the bidding process.  David Packard made a motion was made to submit the grant and for the 



Secretary to process a certified resolution as part of the application.  The motion was second by Daniel 

Benoit; all members voted in favor of the motion.”   

After close review and filling out the paperwork required to obtain the Grant, Secretary Paul Selnau and 

Chancellor Bill Fenn raised concerns about the grant.  Bill Fenn recommended to the President that we 

not proceed with the grant; the president suspended all activity associated with the grant and reviewed his 

concerns with the Properties Committee.  The president presented the issues raised by Bill Fenn.  Daniel 

Benoit made a motion that the BOM recommend to the properties committee that they suspend the grant.  

Bill Lane seconded the motion.  All members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The president noted that the Grave Marking event in August was very successful.  We had very good 

participation from the Town of Milford, Color Guard, DAR, and it was attended by several members of 

the public.  In addition, we hosted the a very successful Massing of the Colors; thanks to Bill Robbins 

efforts and two ceremonies at the War Office thanks to Todd Gerlander’ s efforts.  Because of our efforts 

with these two events, the President and David Perkins submitted a grant to National and received 

$250.00 back for the grave marking ceremony; the DAR has declined to accept the $100.00 donation that 

we were presenting to them, and Bill Robbins has reached out to the attempted First Company Foot Guard 

several times inquiring where to send the $250.00 donation for participating.  He’s had no reply, and is 

recommending that the amount not be sent.  This equals $600.00 that will no longer be needed to cover 

our recent expenses.  The president is recommending that these funds be set aside in a “Grave Marking 

Fund”. Dave Perkins made a motion to establish a reoccurring fund called the “Patriot Grave Marking 

Fund” and allocate the $600.00 to a separate line item in the budget.  The BOM would authorize it’s use 

in the why that we authorize use of our other line items.  The motion was seconded by Tim Wilkins.  The 

treasure indicated that although this is a very worthwhile use for the funds, managing it as a separate fund 

makes the accounting more complex not less as requested by the BOM.  Although his point was well 

taken, Dave Perkins expressed concerns that the funds will be lost to the general fund if not separated.  

The motion was revised by Daniel Bonnet; the BOM requests the budget committee include a $600.00-

line item for the 2017 fiscal budget.  Richard Kendell seconded the revision to the motion. All members 

voted in favor of the motion. 

  

The president recently attended the New England District meeting and had a discussion with Jack 

Manning; member of CTSSAR, who is running for Treasurer General. New England District voted in 

favor of his nomination.  The president asked the BOM for the endorsement of Jack Manning for the 

position of Treasurer General. Dave Perkins made a motion that the CTSSAR send a letter to National 

endorsing Jack Manning for the position of Treasurer General for 2017 – 2018.  The motion was 

seconded by Greg Thompson.  All members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The president noted that, Bill Robbins who arranges for our meeting locations is have great difficulties 

with restaurants opening before 11:00.  This will extend our meeting later into the day.  The president 

would like to hold the two BOM meeting at a library, and hold the all member meeting at a restaurant.  

The majority of the member’s president are in favor of holding the two BOM meetings at a library. 

 

The president passed out information on the George Washington Endowment Fund for review by any 

member wishing to contribute. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – (See full report on the web site) Daniel Benoit presented an abbreviated report for 

review by the members present. Approximately 33% of our members have renewed and provided a list for 

each Branch.  The treasure received a disturbing letter from a member who was approved in May.  He had 

several discussions with Paul Selnau and Greg Thompson and has not received any contact from the 

Branch.  The member indicated that until he receives contact from the Wadsworth Branch he will not be 



renew his dues.  Damien Cregeau indicated that his not aware of the situation.  The tax return was filed on 

time; the investments are doing very well. 

 

Richard Kendell requested that all Branches to reach out to him to assist in contacting the members who 

have not renewed their dues. 

 

Registrar’s Report - Gregory Thompson has received several complaints from approved new members 

that have not heard from the Branch.  Greg emphasized how important it is for our new members to feel 

included in the CTSSAR.  We need to do much better on this.  He also gets complaints on how long it 

takes to get applications approved.  Greg is not interested in being the first signer of an application, his 

only concern is expediting the process.  He has received applications that have been in process for a year; 

this is much too long.  If a member is working on an application and is having difficulty, please send it in 

for assistance early.  Greg has access to a multitude of sources that can aid in the approval process.   

 

Greg reviewed the application process with national.  He currently receives a check for the State National 

dues and fees. He in turn sends it to the Treasurer, the treasurer sends him a check to accompany the 

application to National.  This process takes one to three weeks.  Greg reviewed this with National and 

suggested that the member send two checks to him; National had no objection.  One for National and one 

for the State.  Greg made a motion that new members send in two checks, one for the State and one to 

National that would accompany the application.  David Perkins seconded the motion.  A discussion 

followed, Daniel Benoit indicated that the amount of the check to be submitted to national is not always 

easy to determine and errors occur.  The treasure also needs to track when they pay and note it when he 

prepares the annual report to National.  Dan turns around the check in a day or two; issuing two checks 

will make the accounting difficult.  The process should not be revised for an issue that will only take a 

day or two off of a process that can take minimum of three months.  Tim Wilkins suggested that the 

members associated with submitting the applications get together to discuss how this can be improved.  

Three members voted in favor of the motion; the majority of the members voted against the motion.  The 

motion was not carried. 

 

New Business 

 

David Perkins discussed the Col. Thomas Nelson Award for Branch Participation within the Society.  

This has come out of past discussion on how to get better participation from our Branches and members. 

We currently track all activity but do not recognize our Branches.  The hope is that will encourage all 

branches to become more active patriotic events.   David Perkins made a motion that he process of 

tracking Branch activity will start January 2017; The Awards committee will provide an accounting at the 

end of the year and present a certificate to the Branch at our Annual Meeting. The motion was seconded. 

A discussion took place on the composition of the committee.  This is an excellent idea, however brings 

to light a broader issue of lack of participation at the committee level.  This is a great start; the nominating 

committee needs to reach out to our membership for broader participation. All members voted in favor of 

the motion. 

 

The President appointed Paul Selnau to the Life Membership Committee.  The question was asked if a 

motion was required by the BOM.  It was noted that Robert Carrara should not be highlighted as the 

chairman of the Manross Committee position. 

 

Tim Wilkins discussed the Eagle Scout Award.  Tim has yet received any application this year.  If any 

member knows of any Eagle Scout that will not be turning nineteen in this calendar year, please reach out 

to Tim.  The application due date is December 31, 2016. 

 

We have received four applications for the Knights Essay this year. 



 

Recess for Lunch 12:30 

 

Reconvene: 1:15 

 

Roger Sherman Branch was presented an award for working with the veteran group this year. 

 

Streamers were presented for the Eagle Scout participation, the CAR activities award, JROTC 

 

Connecticut has two National Silver Color Guard Sites, one at Fort Griswold in Groton, and Let Freedom 

Ring in Litchfield.  We received two state streamers for the events. 

 

David Perkins did receive our first CTSSAR flag from approximately 1780 that was presented to us as a 

gift from the Vermont Society and brought it to today’s meeting.  This flag was discovered in the War 

Office when we took position of it.  David Packard received the flag and will be on display at the War 

Office.  The flag was authenticated by the Smithsonian.  National no longer has the documents.  We will 

go back to the Smithsonian for a copy of the document.  We need to reach out to persons who have the 

knowledge in preserving the flag. 

 

Kate Dimancescu spoke on her Revolutionary War ancestors in Concord Massachusetts. 

 

Following the SAR recessional and the benediction, the meeting was adjourned at 2:15 

 

Respectfully submitted: Paul H. Selnau, CTSSAR Secretary  


